What is nature? What is culture? What does nature have to do with American and cultural identity?
Course Objectives:
• Introduce basic concepts and themes fundamental to understanding cultural and natural systems in American culture and for interpreting texts, issues and concepts in terms of those systems; • Introduce students to different methodological frameworks and approaches in understanding ideas of nature in American culture; • Promote critical thinking and your understanding of environmental, social and political history and contemporary contexts, and expand your view of race, gender, class by examining specific topics in nature and culture.
• Develop writing and other important skills, such as discussion facilitation and public presentation.
Grading and Assignments:
Midterm 15% Final 25% Participation and Quizzes 15% Found Object and Short Paper Assignment #1 (3-5 pages), 15% Short Paper Assignment # 2 (3-5 pages) 15% Final GROUP Presentation 15% (extra credit: up to 10 points on the final)
Conduct and Requirements
You will be required to attend class regularly, read all assigned texts, contribute to discussions, and complete all written assignments on time. Please turn off all cell phones before class. Come to class on time, as it is disruptive for everyone else to walk in late. I expect you to act with maturity and respect in the classroom. If you have any questions about what that means, please feel free to come see me. When a serious personal or medical emergency occurs and affects your ability to come to class or complete assignments, please contact your TA or myself (but these must be documented).
This class is a mixture of discussion and lecture. It is essential that you read each day's material thoughtfully and come to class ready to make connections to lectures and participate. Complete the readings assigned for each day before class begins. By the end of your career in college, you are expected to be able to handle large amounts of reading, and to process/ analyze arguments, themes, etc. In other words, it's in your best interest to learn how to read effectively. That means being able to digest a large amount of information efficiently. Reading effectively means not looking for facts and to get bogged down in details, but to identify main ideas and arguments. This skill is very important for your future outside of the university. Thus, DO THE READING. If you learn how to handle and process large amounts of reading, you will reap the benefits down the line in many different venues in your personal and professional life. The worst thing you can do for yourself and in this class is to skip the reading altogether.
Although this is a large course, discussion is an essential part of good teaching and learning and I have designed ways to make sure we have discussion and conversations in the lecture. Be prepared to talk, I may call on you in class (in other words-discussion is not solely the provenance of section). In American Studies, our pedagogy (i.e. theories of teaching and learning) are based on student-centered learning and interactivity. In other words, you are not a passive receptacle for knowledge, which you regurgitate for grading purposes.
You are involved in an ACTIVE conversation with the lectures, readings, classmates, discussion leaders, guest speakers and the Professor (FYI: We are fortunate in that we have exciting guest speakers scheduled to come into this course, and their lectures are considered "fair game" for the midterm and final). Your engagement with the material is paramount. Passivity will bring you little reward. Even though I do not take roll call, you CANNOT succeed in this class if you do not attend.
Assignments and exams will be based on lectures, readings, and discussion of the readings (additional info at the end of the syllabus as well as in additional descriptions located on SmartSite where applicable).

Statement on Academic Honesty
Your writing is like your signature. To turn in someone else's writing is foolish. Plagiarism is also insulting to yourself, easily recognized, and an insult to your instructor and fellow students. Lastly, it is also a surefire way to get into trouble. Academic Senate policy requires that all cases of plagiarism be reported to Student Judicial Affairs. Please review "Avoiding Plagiarism: Mastering the Art of Scholarship" retrievable at: http://sja.ucdavis.edu/avoid.htm
A Note on Grading:
From this syllabus, you know everything you need to do in order to do well in this class.
A note on writing: please do not describe, but analyze-this is a important difference that we will work on throughout the assignments.
Your grade may play a significant role in your future. As your teacher, my role is as messenger: when you do your work carefully and well, I will give you an "A" on that assignment. If you sustain that exceptional work, you will get at "A" in the course. Your grade is not an entitlement, it is earned. When you choose to do less then stellar, mediocre, or no work, your TA will deliver the appropriate grade. In general, I do not believe that grade anxiety is useful. Rather, full engagement with the material and the process of learning is a better and healthier, and ultimately more constructive way for you to approach the class.
If you strongly disagree with a grade on an assignment, you may discuss it with your TA. However, if you do so, you must do two things: 1) wait 24 hours so that you have time to read through the comments and make sure that you understand the justification for the particular grade given; 2) write a detailed paragraph detailing your specific reasons for dispute. You must make a clear argument and support it with specific evidence taken from your work that you believe were overlooked or missing during the grading process. Only after you have talked with your TA and are unable to resolve your questions may you see me to discuss the grade. Please be sure to provide the originals for this process.
Effort alone will not ensure a good grade on assignments (or in the class in general), although if you do not make an effort, it may be hard to achieve a good grade. Similarly, participation is not simply a question of quantity, but also of quality and thoughtfulness. If you choose to use the class time to do something else should you decide not to attend, that is your decision. You are responsible, however, for understanding the class material discussed in your absence and your work will be graded under the assumption that you have mastered all course material (Any videos we watch in the class, unless otherwise indicated, are available at the media lab in Hart Hall). If you miss class because of documented illness or family emergency, I recommend that get notes from another student. If you need additional help, please meet your TA during office hours.
Policy on drafts, Late Papers and Make-up Assignments:
Unfortunately, due to the large number of students in this class, your TAs will not be able to read rough drafts, although we strongly encourage them to be written (they work under a contract, and between class preparation, grading and attending classes, their time is obligated for other tasks).
We refer you to undergraduate writing resource centers for assistance with reading drafts. Or, alternatively, they will read drafts if you bring them to their office hours.
Papers will be collected at the BEGINNING of class the day that they are due, and will be returned as specified (papers that come in during or at the end of class will be considered late). In other words, to illustrate, the Found Object Assignment is due in section during Week 4. If you turn it in on Tuesday of Week 5, if your grade would have been an A, it goes down to an A-. IF you wait until Thursday of Week 5, your grade further drops from an A to a B+. Late papers are deducted, with the deduction increasing with each class session they are late. Again, the logic of this policy is to get you to do the assignment and to do so in a timely manner so that all similar assignments can be graded together. But better late than never: it is always better to do the reading and the assignment then not to do it at all.
Readings for the class:
Readings are located in one of three places: 1) in the 1 required book for this class, Rebecca Solnit's Storming the Gates of Paradise: Landscapes for Politics (Solnit) 2) in the Reader from Davis Copy Shop kitty corner from Orange Hut (in Reader) 3) on Smart Site (either PDF, or URL) under "Announcements" Please bring your reader and book to class and section, as we may refer to it in class. 
